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of Prince Kung, in concluding terms of peace with
Captain Founder.   This naval officer, who, as com-
mander of the Folta, had previously established cordial
relations with Li and Herr Detring, had been suddenly
invested   by the   French  Government with pleni-
potentiary powers to negotiate for a settlement of
all matters  in dispute, thus   emphasising the   fact
(of which Li was quite aware) that the French had
become decidedly nervous about the possible cost of
their great adventure in the Far East.    By the Li-
Fournier Convention, Li, acting on his own initiative
but with the secret approval of the Empress, agreed
to terms which practically ceded Tongking to France,
but which eliminated all French claims to a money
indemnity.    Both parties appeared to be relieved at
this solution: M. Ferry telegraphed his hearty con-
gratulations to Li, who replied in equally cordial terms.
But the end was not yet.  By the terms of this Con-
vention China was pledged to the immediate with-
drawal of all her forces from Tongking.    Four days
after its signature, however,  the Tsung-li  Yamen
declared (whether in good or bad faith we know
not) that nothing beyond the cessation of hostilities
had been definitely settled.    On May lyth, Captain
Fournier, at a long interview with Li, endeavoured to
persuade him to fulfil the spirit of his agreement by
fixing precise dates for the evacuation of Langson
and the other posts then held by the Chinese troops.
Li had been willing enough to give a general under-
taking ;  but to request the Central Government to
give definite orders to the military authorities for
evacuation was another matter.   However, a memo-
randum of dates was drawn up, agreed to by Captain
Fournier and (according to his account) by Li*   By